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To:  

Sherry Milkeris, Claire’Mont Home

From:

Lynne Palmiere, Sharing Your Wishes Program Coordinator

Date:

December 19,  2005
Subject:  
Advance Care Planning  - Train the Trainer Program

You are invited to participate (or to designate one person from your organization) in a free training program on “Advance Care Planning” presented by two Respecting Choices® certified trainers from the Gundersen Lutheran Medical Foundation in LaCrosse, Wisconsin.  This comprehensive two-day training program is scheduled for January 18 and 19, 2006 at the American Legion Post 702 in Wellsville, NY.   The two-day training will provide attendees with Advance Care Planning facilitator certification.
· How many hours have you sat with families agonizing over treatment decisions for their parent or loved one?

· How many times have you had to provide care for a patient who does not have a health care proxy or living will?

· How can you help reduce stress as you work with families making difficult decisions?

We noted on the Organizational Capacity Assessment that your agency returned to us that you do not currently have written policies/procedures regarding Advance Care Planning.  This training (brochure enclosed) should give you tools to expand your expertise in supporting patients in completing advance care directives and in establishing Advance Care Planning Policies and Procedures.  This training is valuable for experienced as well as newer staff.  It is not just about filling out the paperwork, but also encouraging and assisting with conversations with family members and medical professionals.  

We are offering this training as part of our Sharing Your Wishes initiative, a coalition of six counties in the Western New York region.  We are working to encourage frail elders to plan in advance for their health care in the event that they experience an illness or condition that prevents them from making or communicating decisions.  We know this is the best way to ensure that their choices are known, understood, and honored.

We hope you will be able to take advantage of this valuable opportunity.  Please call 585-583-5223 ext 10 or email hackettd@awsrhn.org to register by December 30, 2005, or call 585-593-5223 ext 12 for more information.

This program is supported by


 The Community Health Foundation of Western and Central New York &


The Allegany Senior Foundation
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