August 1, 2005
Name

Address

We are inviting you to participate in a free training in “Advance Care Planning – Getting Ahead of the Crisis.”

How many hours have you sat with families agonizing over treatment

decisions for their parent or loved one?
How many times have you had to deal with care for a patient who does not have a health

care proxy or living will?

How can you help reduce stress as you work with families around difficult decisions?

The training (flyer enclosed) can help you expand your skills in supporting patients in completing advance care planning.  It is valuable for people who have been doing this for years as well as newer staff.  It is not just about filling out the paperwork, but also promoting the conversations with family members and medical professionals.

We are offering this training as part of our Sharing Your Wishes initiative, a coalition of ten local organizations. (Members below.)  We are working to encourage frail elders to plan in advance for their health care in the event that they experience an illness or condition that prevents them from making or communicating decisions.  We know this is the best way to ensure that their choices are known, understood, and honored.

We will contact you in the near future to see if you have any questions or suggestions. We hope you will be able to take advantage of this valuable opportunity.

Sincerely,

Betty Falcão

Director, Health Planning Council

Sharing Your Wishes Coalition – founding members

The Health Planning Council, a program of the Human Services Coalition, is the lead agency.
Partners include:

Cayuga Medical Center at Ithaca
County Office for the Aging

Family & Children’s Services

Finger Lakes Independence Center
Hospicare and Palliative Care

Ithaca College Gerontology Institute

Lifelong

Long Term Care Services 

Tompkins County Health Department

Other organizations are invited to join our community effort.

